Prognostic value of pathological patterns of lymph node positivity in squamous cell carcinoma of the vulva stage III and IVA FIGO.
Lymph node positivity in invasive squamous cell vulvar cancer implies a severe decrease in survival rates. Pathological lymph node positivity covers a wide range of metastatization patterns. In the present investigation the nodal positivity of 53 patients affected by Stage III and IVA invasive vulvar squamous cell carcinoma has been carefully evaluated and correlated with survival. Number, size of the metastasis inside the node, intracapsular or extracapsular site of the metastasis, and immune response of the positive nodes were considered. Cancer-related survival has been obtained for the whole study group (53 cases), for the patients with monolateral node positivity (36 cases), and for the patients showing only one positive node (19 cases). The diameter and the site of the metastasis were significantly correlated with survival in all three groups studied. Patients showing an intracapsular positivity or a size of metastasis less than 5 mm had a 5-year cancer-related survival of almost 90%, while patients showing a metastasis larger than 15 mm or an extracapsular site had a 20% survival. The results demonstrate that patients affected by invasive squamous cell vulvar cancer with positive nodes can be divided into two groups with a significantly different survival according to the histopathological pattern of lymph node invasion.